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God’s Written Revelation is necessarily an Inerrant 
Revelation

1. We can only Know God by Revelation
2. God’s General Revelation is insufficient
3. We Need God’s Special Revelation
4. We Need an Objective Revelation
5. We Need a Written Revelation
6. Cogent consequences of the Gift of a Written Revelation

1. We can only Know God by Revelation
Man cannot know God except God reveal himself. Why is that? Finitum non capax infiniti: 
The finite cannot comprehend the infinite. Man is a finite creature and as such not able to 
grasp the infinite Creator. So man can only know as much of God as God shows of himself.

That is what the apostle Paul says in Rom 1:19: “...because that which is known about 
God is evident within them; for God made it evident unto them.” In other words: Whatever 
man knows about God, he knows it only because God has manifested it. What God does not 
unveil remains veiled, so that we can know nothing about God as long as He keeps it veiled. 
He is „the invisible God“ (Col 1:15; 1Tim 6:16), while visible here stands for all kinds of 
sensual perception. John teaches: „No one has seen God at any time“ (Joh 1:18), and our 
Lord said to the Jews in His day: „You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His 
form” (Joh 5:37).

And: Man is not only limited because he is a mere creature; his understanding has also become darkened by sin: 
“Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their heart” (Eph 4:18). 

God has said by the mouth of Moses that there are things which are hidden in Him: “The 
secret things – or literally: “the hidden things”, hannistarôt –belong unto the LORD our God: 
but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may 
do all the words of this law” (Deut 29:29). The  “hidden things” in this verse are opposed to 
the “things which are revealed”. The Son of God pronounced the same truth as he in the 
hearing of His disciples spoke to the Father: “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent, and have revealed them to 
infants. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Your sight” (Mat 11:25-26). Here again we 
learn the truth: The Father has hidden, and the Father has revealed. Whatever God has hidden 
no man can know; what God has unveiled man can know. 

Using poetic language David spoke the same truth: “He made darkness his hiding 
place; his canopy around him, darkness of waters, thick clouds” (Ps 18:11). God dwells in a 
light that no man can approach (1Tim 6:16); while He is in that light, for us, sinful man, He is 
shrouded in darkness. And God wanted it to be so: “Then Solomon said: The LORD has said 
that he would dwell in the thick darkness” (1Ki 8:12).

Mark this: God has chosen to dwell in darkness; He wants to be hidden from man. 
Why? Because He wants to make us understand and feel, that we are completely dependent 
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upon Him to know Him. We need to be taught by God himself who He is and how He is and 
what He wills. There is no other way to receive true knowledge of Him.

2. God’s General Revelation is insufficient
God dwells in darkness, and yet He has unveiled some things about Himself, so that man can 
have partial knowledge of Him: He has made “that which is hidden of Him” (Rom 1:20) to be 
seen through His works of creation, providence and in man’s conscience. 

a. In the works of creation man can only read God’s power (which includes wisdom) and 
God’s eternity (Röm 1,20). 

b. Providence can give man an idea of God’s power, wisdom, goodness and justice (Mt 
5:45).

c. Conscience (Rom 2:14-15) can tell man more or less dimly, whether God approves of 
his doings and sayings or not.  

But how all things came into being, what the particular essence of man, what his unique role 
in the universe is and to what end God created him, can never be known by these means. And 
above all: How God himself is in his innermost being no man can know by considering God’s 
works in creation and providence or by hearkening to the voice of his conscience. He can not 
know God’s saving grace.

The reformed German Theologian Heinrich Heppe (1820-1879) writes in his Dogmatik der 
evangelisch-reformierten Kirche: “Man who in his conscience has been convicted of his 
sinfulness understands through it that God punishes evil; but what God according to His 
grace has purposed for sinful man, of that he can know nothing of himself. Thus: religio 
naturalis is not salutaris1; it can only prove that man is without excuse” (Heppe, p. 1).

3. We Need God’s Special Revelation
We need as a necessary complement to God’s general revelation his special revelation.

„As the sinful minds of fallen men are replete with darkness and blindness... [natural 
revelation] cannot show even the bare outline of each doctrine that is essential to 
salvation” (John Owen, Biblical Theology, p. 40.45.46).

A conservative Lutheran Theologian, the German Franz Pieper (1852-1931) writes in his 
Christliche Dogmatik: “Whatever man without the revelation of the Holy Scriptures can 
know about God… leaves him under the wrath and curse of God. Of the Gospel of Christ, 
which promises man forgiveness of his sins because of Christ’s satisfactio vicaria2… no 
thought has ever entered into man’s mind” (Franz Pieper, p. 84-85).

The witness of creation and man’s innate knowledge of the divine Being (see Eccl 3:11; Acts 
17,28) are not sufficient; they cannot lead man to a saving knowledge of God. Therefore Paul 

1. natural religion is not salvific
2. vicarious satisfaction
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preaching in Athens calls those times, in which the Greeks could know God only by his 
creation and providence (Acts 14:15-17) the „times of ignorance“ (Acts 17:30). 

“There is the revelation which God continuously makes to all men: by it His power and 
Divinity are made known. And there is the revelation which He makes exclusively to His 
chosen people: through it His saving grace is made known” (Warfield, Inspiration and 
Authority, p. 73).

“Thus the scriptures... dispel the darkness in order to clearly show us the true God. This is a 
singular gift of God: To instruct His church he uses not only dumb teachers, namely His 
works, but He Himself opens His holy mouth” (L’institution chrétienne I, 6,1).

The German reformed Theologian Eduard Böhl (1836-1903), Professor of Dogmatics at 
Vienna, writes in his Dogmatik:“The development of all gentile peoples has proven that they 
were not able to comprehend the image of God as revealed in creation. Therefore it pleased 
God to throw that image into the soul by the burning-glass of (written) Revelation” (Eduard 
Böhl, Dogmatik, p. 95).

In the Holy Scriptures of the Old and of the New Testament God has unveiled to man truths 
which no man knew, indeed which none could ever have conceived; things “which eye has 
not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man” (1Cor 2:9). In 
the Bible are written for all times all truths about God’s being, God’s work and will, 
everything man needs to know for his eternal felicity.

The puritan Thomas Watson writes in his Body of Divinity: “The Scripture appears to be the 
Word of God, by the matter contained in it. The mystery of Scripture is so abstruse and 
profound that no man or angel could have known it, had it not been divinely revealed. That 
eternity should be borne; that he who thunders in the heavens should cry in the cradle; that 
he who rules the stars should suck the breasts; that the Prince of Life should die; that the 
Lord of Glory should be put to shame; that sin should be punished to the full, yet pardoned to 
the full; who could ever have conceived of such a mystery, had not the scripture revealed it to 
us?” (Watson, p. 27).

4. We Need an Objective Revelation
We are all children of the Enlightenment which again was a child of Humanism. Humanism, 
beginning in the 15th century, put man again into the centre of the world, and thus the 
worldview of pre-Christian Greek and Roman culture began to push back the Christian view, 
where God is the centre and man is His servant. It took some time, but in the 18th and 19th 
centuries anthropocentric thinking gradually took over, first in the sciences and soon also in 
theology. Today most theologians would say that what they call “revelation” is a subjective, 
personal experience with “the divine”. That kind of “revelation” is worthless; by it nobody 
can know either God or himself. But we are in need of a reliable revelation which is not 
subjective and individual, but objective and the same for all and everyone. We claim, that this 
is exactly what God has given us with the Bible, and we thank Him for it, because
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a. Without an objective revelation of the truth man is left with only himself
If man does not hear the voice of God in the Bible, then the only voice that remains is his 
own. But – as the old adage goes – he who has himself for a teacher has a fool for a teacher. 
If we close our ears to God’s voice speaking to us from the Bible, we shall not hear His voice 
anywhere else; not in creation any more and not in our conscience. God remains silent; God’s 
silence however is our death (Ps 28:1).

b. Without an objective revelation of the truth there is no binding authority
If everybody does what is right in his own eyes (Judges 21:25) the result is inevitable. Moral 
autonomy ends in spiritual and social chaos, as the book of Judges demonstrates (chapters 
17-21). So we see that we all need an authority which is outside of us and above us and thus 
binding for all. Without the Bible to which all submit, there can be no Church of God, no true 
fellowship of believers

5. We Need a Written Revelation
God has revealed Himself to us who sit in the night and darkness of sin (Mt 4:16) by giving 
us the revelation of His being and His attributes, His works and His purposes in writing.

As we have seen, we are dependent upon knowledge given us from above. In the 
Bible God Himself tells us who He is, what He has purposed and what He has done. Those 
unveilings are the object of my faith. God has spoken and God has acted in history to redeem 
man. Redemption was purposed and effected outside of us. It all happened, extra nos, outside 
of us (as the Reformers taught and emphasised again and again). The same principle must be 
valid for the revelation of God, i. e. for the message of salvation, since the very giving of the 
revelation belongs to the whole series of God’s redemptive acts. So it must be outside and 
independent of us, and that is why God gave it to us in writing. 

a. Only a written revelation can secure objectivity 
By decreeing that His revelation was to be in writing, God has constrained us to search the 
light outside of us. It must be so de rigueur3 if we ever are to be delivered from the delusion 
that we are sufficient in ourselves. The Son of God had to remind us of the fact, that man 
does not have the light in himself, the light, that he needs to go his way with seeing eyes, 
knowing where he goes: “Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone 
walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if anyone 
walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him” (Joh 11:9-10). 

God has made the world we live in in such a way, that man has to to wait till the sun 
rises ere he can leave his house and set out for his daily work (see Ps 104:22,23). Thus nature 
teaches us (cf 1Cor 11:14) something that is even more important for the spiritual realm. 
Every time we open up our Bibles God is showing us in a striking way that we do not have 
the light within us; it shines on us and into our hearts from outside, namely from the Book we 
hold in our hands. Like the sun on the firmament it throws light on my path (Ps 119:105) and 

3. of necessity
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gives me assurance that I am on the right way, the only way that leads from this world of sin 
and deception into the eternal world of light and joy.

“What a mercy is it that God has not only acquainted us what His will is, but that He has 
made it known by writing!... The devil is God’s ape, and he can transform himself into an 
angel of light. He can deceive with false revelations… therefore we are to be thankful to God 
for revealing His mind to us by writing. We are not left in doubtful suspense that we should 
not know what to believe, but we have an infallible rule to go by. The Scripture is our pole-
star to direct us to heaven”  (Watson, p. 37-38)

b. Only a written revelation can remain unchanged
Only a written revelation is fixed; its form and contents are final; it can be tested anytime, 
nobody can change it. The written word takes the believer back to the origins (1Jo 1:1), to the 
unadulterated revealed truth and enables him to stick to the way of Truth and Life.

“When one considers how inclined man is to forget God and how easy it is for him to turn to 
all kinds of error, how greedily he invents new religions, then one can see how great the 
necessity was, that God should put His instructions into writing in order to keep his truth 
from being forgotten or lost by error or adulterated by the temerity of man” (L’institution 
chrétienne I, 6,3).

c. Only a written revelation is effective independently of the speaker or writer
A written revelation keeps man from becoming dependent upon the preacher, the messenger or the teacher of the 
revelation, a thing our Lord has prohibited: “But you, do not be called Rabbi: for One is your Teacher, and you 
all are brethren. Do not call anyone on earth your father: for one is your Father, He who is in heaven. And do 
not be called masters: for one is your Master, the Christ” (Mat 23 :8-10). We are to be dependent exclusively 
upon the Lord; He alone is to be our Master. He has given us a written revelation to secure that end. When 
selfapointed Christian teachers and time-honoured Christian institutions or churches teach error, the Christian 
who fears God is not left without guide. He has access to the mind and will of God in the Scriptures and is thus 
enabled to steer clear of error.

d. A written revelation makes us responsible
The written record makes the will of God clear to every individual believer; and that makes him responsible. 
Ands the written revelation makes him the Church of God responsible to teach the Scriptures, to translate them, 
to make them accessible to all and protect them from all attempts to dilute or falsify its contents (Dan 12:4; 
2Tim 1:13-14). We are responsible to see to it that the doctrines of the Bible are defended and passed on in its 
integrity and completeness to the next generation (2Tim 2:2). God has not chosen to reveal his truth to every 
believer personally or afresh to every generation of Christians, rather he has given His Church the responsibility 
to keep the written truth and to transmit it.

6. Cogent consequences of the Gift of a Written Revelation
When God revealed Himself to man He did it with a purpose: Man should come to know him 
in order to live unto him. God who is perfect in wisdom and in power chose the best means of 
revelation to achieve this end. And He chose to give us His revelation in writing. From this it 
follows cogently that the Bible, the written Word of God is 1. effective, 2. clear, 3. inerrant, 
4. sufficient.

First let us mark how these qualities are bound together: Since God has given a written 
Revelation as the best means to achieve his predestined end it necessarily follows that the 
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Scriptures are effective; in order to be effective they must be clear, and likewise, in order to 
be effective they must be inerrant; only as the scriptures are effective, clear and inerrant they 
are sufficient. Take away either the clarity or the inerrancy – and the Scriptures are no more 
effective nor sufficient.

Let us briefly consider these four qualities as they are cogent consequences of the fact, that 
God has chosen to speak to us through His written revelation, the Bible. 

1. The Scriptures are effective. 
Since they are theopneustos, breathed by God (2Tim 3:16), they have divine power, power to 
engender new life (1Pet 1:23), to dispel darkness and to enlighten mind and heart (Ps 19:8; 
119:130), to conquer unbelief and excite faith (Rom 10:17), to separate from evil and to 
sanctify unto God (Ps 17:4; Joh 17:17). See how God commanded Ezekiel: “Stand on your 
feet”, and „As He spoke to me... he set me on my feet” (Eze 2:1.2). And see how the Lord 
commanded the man with the withered hand to “stretch out” his hand, “and he stretched it 
out” (Mk 3,5). Only when we receive the scriptures with unquestioning faith as the holy, pure 
and inerrant Word of God they become effective in our lives (1Thes 2:13). 

2. The Scriptures are clear. 
God has surely not made Himself known by a written Word that we should in vain try to 
understand what He says in His word:  “I did not say to the offspring of Jacob: ‘Seek me in 
vain’” (Is 45:19). God wants us to read His Word and by it to understand His will and 
purposes (Eph 1:9; 5,17) and His being (2Pet 3,18).  „That several things in the Holy 
Scripture should be confused and not clear is something that wicked sophists how cried out 
into the world… but they have never been able to give a single biblical verse to prove their 
fancied delusion. By such jugglery satan has scared people away from the Bible in order to 
set up his abomination of philosophy in the Church” (Martin Luther, The  Bondage of the 
Will). If the Scriptures were not clear they would not achieve their God-given purpose, 
namely to lead the soul to the saving knowledge of God, as we learn from John 6:44-45: “No 
man can come to me, unless the Father who sent me draw him: and I will raise him up on the 
last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be taught of God. Every one who has 
heard and learned from the Father, comes unto me.”

3. The Scriptures are inerrant. 
Since the Scriptures are God-breathed they are like Himself, i. e. not only effective but also 
holy. Therefore they are called ta hiera grammata, the Holy Scriptures (2Tim 3:15); they are 
perfect as the One who breathed them is perfect (Ps 19:7), true (Ps 119:142,160; Joh 17:17) 
and without error (Ps 12:6; 119:140; Pr 30:5).“Scriptura mentiri non potest” ( Luther, quoted 
in Zahn, p. 224.227). For the Scriptures to become effective in our lives we must believe that 
they are inerrant. If we cannot trust every word of Scripture we cannot trust the Scriptures at 
all; and without faith in the Word the Word will not prove effective in our lives: „And for this 
reason we also constantly thank God without ceasing, that, when you received the word of 
God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but, for what it really 
is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe” (1Thes 2:13).
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I repeat: If we cannot trust every word of Scripture we cannot trust the Scriptures at all; and 
without faith in the Word the Word will not prove effective in our lives. We shall not hear the 
voice of God in the Bible. God will remain silent. 

It inconsistent to to maintain that the Bible can only be trusted in its main parts, but 
not in all its details, that it is a revelation, yes, but that it contains errors. 

I give as an example one of the most influential protestant Theologians in the 
twentieth century. For him as for all adherents of the so called “neo-orthodoxy” the Bible has 
divine quality; it is said to be the result of divine revelations, but the Scriptures are not 
identical with God’s Word. The authors of the Bible were, according to the reformed Swiss 
Theologian Karl Barth (1886-1968) inspired, but not so their words. The matter, which they 
taught, was true, but the historical details and other factual material not necessarily so: Barth 
writes in his Kirchliche Dogmatik: „The men whom we hear speaking as witnesses, speak as 
fallible and erring men as ourselves are… The prophets and apostles were fallible even in 
their office and in their function as witnesses; and while in the act of writing their witness 
they were real, historical and in their doings sinful and in their written and spoken words 
fallible and in fact erring men as we all are” (Kirchliche Dogmatik, I, 2, p. 562. 587).

To speak of revelation in this way is inconsistent. Why? Let us first remind 
ourselves why we need a revelation. We need it because we are unable to know God 
sufficiently and reliably with our own abilities. If I in spite of my utter ignorance and 
helplessness begin to sift the written Word then I behave as though I were not dependent on 
God’s revelation. I behave as though my intelligence and my critical powers were sufficient 
to give me reliable insight into God’s being, into my origin and destiny. What arrogance! 
What delusion! In front of a revelation I can only humble myself, as Luther said:  “The Holy 
Scripture is Queen; she must reign and all must obey her.” If I undertake to evaluate and to 
sift the Scriptures I have denied their essence, namely, that they are a revelation of things 
unknown and unknowable; that they are an unveiling of things hidden from man. If I begin to 
dissect the revelation of God in an attempt to sort out its alleged errors I have denied not only 
the nature of revelation, but the nature of God Himself, and of man as well. 

a. It is a denial of God’s nature, since I imply that His revelation is incomplete, 
insufficient and fallible. That is as much as to say that God was either not able to 
secure an effective, sufficient and inerrant record of His revelations, or that he was 
not willing to do so. If He was not able, He can no more be trusted as the 
sovereign Lord with whom no thing is impossible. If He was not willing, He can 
no more be trusted as perfect in holiness, love and grace.

b. It is a denial of man’s nature, since I disregard the fact that I am a creature and as 
such dependent upon God revealing himself to me, and that I am a sinner and as 
such blind and in bondage and therefore even more in need of a revelation which 
is effective, sufficient and inerrant. If I appoint myself a judge of the Scriptures 
they cease to be the only light God has given me to guide me on my way from this 
world to that which is to come. God has revealed His Son not to the wise – i. e. 
those who are wise in their own eyes – but to infants, to persons who know that 
they are helpless, blind and needy.
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4. The scriptures are sufficient. 
We can now see that only as the Scriptures are efficient, clear and inerrant they can be 
sufficient, sufficient to save, to instruct, to reprove, to restore and to equip the believer 
perfectly for every good work.

“All things necessary to salvation are contained in the Scriptures and also those things 
necessary for the instruction and edification of the Church. 2Tim 3:15.17: ‘The Holy 
Scriptures can make you wise unto salvation... that the man of God might be complete, 
perfectly furnished for every good work.’ … Therefore the Scriptures are not a partial but a 
perfect rule of faith and of morals.”  (Ames, Marrow, p. 187). This sufficiency follows from 
the fact that the Scriptures are clear an inerrant

“Scripture is compared to silver, refined seven times (Ps 12:6 ). The Book of God has no 
errata in it; it is a beam of the Sun of righteousness, a crystal stream flowing from the 
fountain of life. All laws and edicts of men have had their corruptions, but the Word of God 
hast not the least tincture, it is of meridian splendour: ‘Thy word is very pure’ (Ps 119,140). It 
is so pure that it purifies everything else. This sword of the Spirit cuts down vice. Out of this 
tower of Scripture is thrown down a millstone upon the head of sin. Where is such holiness to 
be found as is dug out of this sacred mine? Who could be the author of such a book but God 
himself?” (Watson, p. 27-28)

“The words of the LORD are pure words: like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, 
purified seven times” (Ps 12:6).
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